DRA Awards Nearly $1.2 Million in Core Grants to 60 Tri-State
Organizations

Funding supports projects that strengthen communities, attract and retain people, and enhance quality of
life throughout lowa, Wisconsin and lllinois.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Dubuque, IA - July 28, 2026 — The DRA today announced the recipients of its 2026 Core Grant
Program, awarding $1,261,154.50 to 64 nonprofit and governmental organizations across lowa,
Wisconsin and lllinois.

This year's Core Grant program attracted 152 applications requesting more than $7.59 million,
making it one of the most competitive grant cycles in the DRA's history. Following a
comprehensive review process, the DRA Board of Directors approved funding recommendations
totaling nearly $1.3 million.

The Core Grant program provides grants of up to $50,000 annually and supports projects that
advance the DRA's strategic philanthropic focus on people attraction, including population
growth, retention and tourism. Preference is given to capacity-building projects and investments
that create lasting organizational impact.

"The demand for funding continues to demonstrate the incredible work being done throughout
our region," said Lori Thielen, Chair of the DRA Board of Directors. "We are proud to invest in
organizations whose projects will strengthen our communities, improve quality of life and help
position the tri-state area for long-term success."

Of the 152 applications reviewed, 64 organizations received funding, representing projects
across arts and culture, civic and community development, education, emergency services,
governmental entities, health and human services, and veterans organizations.

Organizations located in lowa received 88.3% of total funding, with additional grants supporting
organizations in Wisconsin (8.3%) and lllinois (3.3%). Four organizations received new multi-
year grant awards, while four organizations are receiving funding as part of previously approved
multi-year commitments.



"Every application was carefully reviewed using our strategic funding priorities," said Mandy
Miller, Chief of Staff. "Although we are unable to fund every worthy request, our goal is to invest
in projects that will create measurable, long-term benefits for the communities we serve."

The DRA's Core Grant Program remains a cornerstone of the organization's philanthropic
mission, supporting projects that strengthen regional amenities, improve organizational capacity
and enhance the quality of life throughout the tri-state region.

Anthony Williams, President & CEO of the DRA, noted that the organization's community giving is
made possible through the continued success of Q Casino + Resort and Diamond Jo Casino.

"Every guest who visits the properties help make these investments possible," Williams said.
"The success of our gaming and entertainment operations allows the DRA to reinvest millions of
dollars back into the communities we proudly serve."

Since 1985, the DRA has awarded thousands of grants totaling more than $68 million to
organizations throughout lowa, lllinois and Wisconsin.

For additional information, including the complete list of 2026 Core Grant recipients, visit
dradubuque.com.

About the DRA

The DRA, through its gaming and entertainment facilities provides for social, economic and
community betterment and lessens the burden of Dubuque city and area government, while
contributing to the growth and viability of Dubuque area tourism.

The organization has been a vital part of the community since its inception in 1985 and is
operated by a volunteer board comprised of 21 directors who work together to guide operations
of Q Casino. The DRA holds the license for casino-gaming operations of Q Casino and is also the
co-licensee for the Diamond Jo Casino, both of which are located in Dubuque. For more
information on DRA and its community-minded mission, visit https://dradubuque.com/
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Applications Reviewed Total Requested New Organizations Total Awarded Grants Funded at 100%
Awarded

Organizations Receiving Funding

lowa - 88.3% Wisconsin - 8.3% New Multi-Year Grants

Andrew -1 Cassville - 1 United Way of Dubuque Area Tri-States
Cedar Rapids (Serving Dubuque, Darlington -1 Dubuque and Jackson County Habitat for Humanity
Delaware & Jones Counties) - 2 Dickeyville -1 Special Olympics lowa

Dubuque - 40 Hazel Green -1 Dubuque Jaycees

Dyersville - 2 Platteville - 1

Epworth - 2 2nd Year Multi-Year Grants

Grimes - 1 [llinois - 3.3%

Guttenberg -1 Dubuque Childcare Collaborative LLC
LaMotte -1 Elizabeth -1 River Bend Food Bank

Maquoketa - 2 Galena -1 Dubuque Irish Hooley

Monticello - 2 Dubuque Black Men Coalition

Peosta - 2

Preston -1

Organization Types Funded

Organization Type

Civic & Community 325k
Emergency Services
Governmental
Health & Human Services 333k
Veterans
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Organization Name

Every Child Every Promise

Foundation for Dubuque Public Schools
United Way of Dubuque Area Tri-States
Carnegie-Stout Public Library Foundation
Community Foundation of Greater Dubuque

Dubuque and Jackson County Habitat for Humanity, Inc.

Friends of the Mines of Spain

Dubuque Arboretum & Botanical Gardens
Dubuque Food Pantry

Girl Scouts of Eastern lowa and Western Illinois
Inspiration Stables

Opening Doors

Dubugue Symphony Orchestra

Jamison Museum Association Inc.

Northeast lowa Community College Foundation
Southwestern School District

City of Maquoketa

Dubuque Area Swimmin' Hurricanes

Dubugue Main Street

Riverview Center

Nathaniel Morgan Memorial

Camp Courageous

Dubuque Area Chamber of Commerce
Dubuque Jaycees

Dubuque Museum of Art

Guttenberg Economic & Industrial Development Corp.

Honor Flight of Dubuque and the Tristates
Julien Dubuque International Film Festival
Regional Transit Authority 8

Special Olympics lowa

Dubuque Area Labor-Management Council
The Workshop

Dyersville Commercial Club

Friends of St. Marys (Steeple Square)

OAS Foundation

St. Mark Youth Enrichment

JDLF Collective Inc.

Dickeyville Grotto and Gift Store

Lafayette County Sheriff's Office

Cassville Fire & Rescue

City of Peosta

Community Solutions of Eastern lowa
Dubugque Area Library Information Consortium
Dubuque Arts Council

Moms Connect Dubuque

Monticello Fire Department

Two by Two Character Education
Waypoint

Project

Dubuque County Childcare Solutions Fund

Strong Schools, Stronger Dubuque: Building the FDPS Operational Engine
Community Impact on Poverty in the Tri-States

Maker Space Expansion and Renovations

Expanding Grant Development Across Northeast lowa

Rosalynn Carter Place Phases II-IV

Land & Legacy: Destination Interpretive Experience at the Mines of Spain
Parking Expansion Project for Visitor Experience

Bridging the Fresh Food Gap: Winter Produce Access Initiative

Camp Little Cloud: Sunshine Hill Campsite Redevelopment

Adaptive Horseback Riding Program: Indoor Arena

Creating Scalable Support Systems: From Crisis to Independence

A Season of lowa Artists

Improving the Visitor Experience at The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museum
NICC Dubuque Center Revitalization

Gym Improvements

Magquoketa Area YMCA Aquatic Park

Starting Block & Timing System Replacement

Dubuque Farmers' Market Storage and Deployment

Sexual Assault Therapy Capacity Building

Nathaniel & Charlotte Morgan Memorial

Website, Marketing & Promotional Rebranding

Dubuque Area Chamber Young Professionals and YP Next Up Mentoring
3rd of July Fireworks and Airshow

New Systems to Expand and Serve Visitors

Community Resource Center

2027 Dubuque Honor Flights

Comprehensive Marketing & Audience Dvelopment Initiative

MOVE (Mobility Outreach, Visibility & Education) Initiative

lowa Winter Games and Dubuque Programming

Skilled Trades Talent Pipeline Program

New Washing Machine

Commercial Club Park Design and Planning

Destination Enhancement Through Partnerships

Expanding Regional Capacity for Action Sports Tourism & Youth Engagement

Building Capacity for the St. Mark Early Childcare Center
Growing the Tri-State Local Food Ecosystem

Grotto Centennial Project

Flock Safety Cameras

Grain Bin Rescue Equipment

Peosta Community Centre CivicPlus Transition

Insight in Action: Building Organizational Capacity
Dubuque County Reads Program Development

A Strong Foundation: Music at the Star

Moms Connect Marketing Support

HVAC

Creating Compassionate Communities Through Kindhearted Kids
Domestic Violence Victim Service Program

# of Years
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$50,000.00
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Arts, Culture & Recreation Dubuque Childrens Zoo Booster Storybook Hill Family Area Revitalization & Beautification 1 $9,475.00
Arts, Culture & Recreation Bell Tower Productions Laundry Facilities Addition 1 $8,400.00
Veterans Jackson County Veterans Memorial Park Inc. Installation of Memorial Wall Pads 1 $7,890.00
Arts, Culture & Recreation Dubuque Fine Arts Society Regional Arts Tourism & Audience Development 1 $7,000.00
Education Northeast lowa Council, BSA Leadership & Workforce Readiness Series 1 $6,500.00
Veterans Freedom Foundation Weekly Lunches, Pantry, and Emergency Financial Assistance 1 $5,000.00
Health & Human Services People in Need (PIN) Avoiding Eviction 1 $5,000.00
Civic & Community Dyersville Area Chamber of Commerce Picnic Tables to Support Dyersville Downtown Market Growth 1 $4,050.00
Governmental Dubuque Soil & Water Conservation District Conservation Outreach Initiatives 1 $3,600.00
Civic & Community Dolly Parton Imagination Library of Jackson County Preschool Book Giveaway 1 $3,000.00
Emergency Services Andrew Volunteer Firemen Inc. Porta-Tank 1 $2,913.00
Arts, Culture & Recreation She Unites Ongoing Monthly Education 1 $2,500.00

$1,261,154.50

NOTE: Anything in gold is in it's second year of a multi-year grant
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